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Woodland Estate Planning 

When you think about the future of your wood-
land, what do you think about? Do you think of 
the dreams you have for your land? Summer 
days exploring the trails and picking berries with 
your grandchildren? Daydreaming about the   
future of your land on a cold winter’s day can be 
fun, but this can also be a  great time to get 
started on planning for the future of your woods.  
  
Woodland estate planning is an issue that seems 
to come up in friendly conversations among 
woodland owners with more frequency these 
days. Learning about your options and determin-
ing a course of action can help keep your woods 
forested and in the family for many generations.  
 
The Ties to the Land Initiative, from Oregon 
State University, assists woodland owners in  
addressing communication, emotional and legal 
aspects of succession planning.  A succession 
plan is a more effective means for landowners to 
pass on their legacy than a traditional estate 
plan.  Good succession planning is a way of 
building a shared vision and passion for the land 
among the current owners and heirs as well as 
passing on the land with reduced estate taxes.   
 
The WI Woodland Owners Association, WI Tree 
Farm Committee, WI DNR, and UW-Extension 
with assistance from the American Forest Foun-
dation and WI Environmental Education Board 
are bringing these workshops to Wisconsin. A 
special thank you to Clint Bentz, program  
co-developer, for training Wisconsin facilitators. 
Thank you to the volunteer workshop  
facilitators: Merlin Becker, Karen & Randy   
Cooper, Lee Halverson, Becky & Ralph Heiser, 
Kendra Johncock, Alanna Koshollek, Jan 
Lehrer, Paul Lochner, Cathy Lorang, Theresa 
Mayer, Marv Meier, Diane Mroczenski, Steve 
Raether, Gary Rieniets, Arlene Roehl, Kim 
Quast, and Ted Zabel. 

The enclosed Ties to the Land flyer provides 
workshop details and registration information.  
To learn more about this initiative visit  
tiestotheland.org  The site will be updated over 
time with succession planning resources. 
 
The USDA Forest Service Northeastern Area 
State & Private Forestry has also developed a 
website with a number of resources for woodland 
owners interested in estate planning at  
na.fs.fed.us/stewardship/estate/estate.shtml   
 
Through this website you can learn more about 
the following options: Do Nothing, Family  
Partnerships, Selling or Giving the Forest to 
Heirs before Death, Land Trusts, Wills, Limited 
Liability Companies, Conservation Easements, 
or Selling or Donating your Land to a Public  
Entity. Additional information includes how to 
hold family meetings, webcasts, helpful   
publications and links to more resources.   
 
Another tool  available in Wisconsin allows for 
non-probate transfer of real property at the time 
of the property owner’s death. A Transfer On 
Death (TOD) beneficiary may be designated on 
the deed that evidences the ownership interest of 
the property’s owner.  For this designation to be  
effective, the deed change must be recorded in 
the Register of Deeds office in the county where 
the land is located. 
 
Experience has shown that the number one   
obstacle to the protection of family land is pure 
and simple procrastination.  While doing  
nothing spares one time, expense and worry in 
the short term, the long term implications can be 
complex for a surviving spouse or divisive among 
heirs.  Carry your passion for your land into the 
future by doing something now for your children 
and grandchildren. 
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Wisconsin Woodland Owners Association News 

Insect Repellents 
 

Spring is coming - time to start thinking about    
effective methods of discouraging ticks, mosquitoes 
and other insects to protect yourself from serious 
diseases such as encephalitis, Lyme or Ehrlichlosis.   
 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)  
website at www.epa.gov/pesticides/health/
mosquitoes/insectrp.htm can help determine the 
best repellents for you and lists EPA Registered   
repellents in addition to related disease information.   
Registered products are formally submitted to EPA 
by manufacturers using approved testing   
methodology. Look for an EPA Registered number 
and protection time on product labels.  
 
When choosing an insect repellent consider the  
insects that you want to be protected from, length of 
time you need protection, active ingredient and  
percent of active ingredient listed on the label. The 
length of time you are protected from insects can 
vary depending on your physical activity, amount of 
perspiration, air temperature, water exposure, and if 
the repellent was applied according to label  
directions. The product label is your guide to using 
these products safely and effectively.  Additional 
precautions include wearing long sleeves and pants 
of light colored materials, checking yourself   
thoroughly after outdoor activities and washing out-
door clothing. Do not use any products on children 
or animals unless the label clearly states this is okay. 

2010 Annual Meeting 
 

WWOA members have you marked your   
calendar and made your hotel reservation so 
that you don’t miss the 2010 Annual Meeting 
on September 9-12?  This year Fox Hills   
Resort in Mishicot (Manitowoc Co.) will host 
us. Make your reservation by calling 800-950
-7615 or 920-755-2376 and state that you are 
with WWOA to receive our special room rate 
of $57/night plus tax for single or double      
occupancy. Visit www.fox-hills.com  
 
The Planning Committee has been hard at 
work creating a meeting to remember.   
Thursday and Friday tours are described in 
the Spring issue of Woodland Management 
magazine.  In addition to the annual business 
meeting, educational tours, informative 
speakers, exhibitors, and a fun field day, the 
meeting offers plenty of networking   
opportunities. Visit with hundreds of   
woodland owners from across Wisconsin.  
 
Registration materials for the meeting will be 
in mail at the end of  June to all WWOA 
members. WWOA hopes you will join us for 
the whole weekend but if you can’t, we offer 
many registration options so even if you can 
only attend one event, one tour, or one day –
Please Join Us!   

Managed Forest Law Landowners 

Managed Forest Law (MFL) 25 year contracts 
signed in 1987 will expire on December 31, 2011. 
Land owners interested in continuing in the   
program will be treated as new enrollees. What 
does this mean for you? As a new enrollee in the 
program all of the changes made to the program 
over the past 25 years by the WI DNR and   
Legislature will now apply. There are too many 
changes to list here but one of the most   
significant changes is that the WI DNR no longer 
considers the document a contract between the 

landowner and the DNR. Another significant 
change requires hiring a Certified Plan Writer 
(CPW) to write the new MFL plan to be included 
with the application. The time to hire a CPW is 
now and expect to pay hundreds to thousands of 
dollars for a new plan. Cost-sharing is available 
for plan development. Landowners with expiring 
contracts will receive a letter from the DNR in 
April. To learn about current MFL requirements 
contact your local DNR forester or visit 
dnr.wi.gov/forestry/ftax 
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Wisconsin Tree Farm Committee News 

Tree Farm Field Day  

Saturday June 19, 2010 

8:00 am to 1:00 pm  
J0e Arington and Cathy Lorang ,   
2009 Wisconsin Outstanding 
Tree Farmers of the Year, invite 
you to visit the Arington Tree 
Farm in Cambridge, WI  

Events at the Field Day include: 
 

¶ Preventing Deer Damage 
 

¶ Chemical Control of Invasive Species  
 

¶ Direct Seeding vs. Planting Seedlings  
 
¶ Fire as a Vegetation Management Tool 
 
¶ Tick and Mosquito Borne  Disease 
 
¶ A Silent Auction drawing  
 

¶ Property Tour and discussion of Stewardship Plan 
(taking place immediately following the main field day at approx 1:10 pm ) 

 

Parking will be at 2907 Evergreen Dr. Cambridge, WI 
53523  This address can also be used to Google directions.  

Take Hwy 12-18 to Co Hwy W to W Evergreen to Evergreen. 

Drive time from: 
    Madison  -  20 minutes 
    Stevens Point   -  2 hours 
    Milwaukee  -  1 hour 
    Green Bay  -  3 hours 

Registration Due by   
June 11, 2010 
To donate an item for the  
Silent Auction, contact Ruthanne 
Horning   email: cookie@maqs.net  
 
Suggested items include hand-
crafted wood items, crafts, and  
unusual or "unique" items  
 
For more field day information,  
please contact Arington Tree Farm 
at (608) 575-9673 or email at 
joe@aringtontreefarm.com 
Signs will direct attendees to the 
parking site 

2010 Tree Farm Field Day ʾ Arington Tree Farm Cambridge, WI 

 Please make checks payable to: Wisconsin Tree Farm Committee 

# of people attending                                Amount Enclosed      $   Cost: $10.00/person 

          $15.00/Couple/Family   

    Mail completed registration to:    Arington Tree Farm 

    2935 Evergreen Dr 

                                                         Cambridge, WI 53523 

 Address 

 Phone  

 Name 

  Wheelchair Access /Assistance Needed  



WWOA  and WTFC 
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WWOA MEMBERSHIP 
Return to: Wisconsin Woodland Owners Association  

      P.O. Box 285, Stevens Point, WI 54481 

Office Phone 715-346-4798 
 

Voting (owners of 10 acres or more WI woodlands) 

Ã Regular member $45 

Ã Family membership $60 

Ã Contributing member $65+ 

Ã Individual Life member $600 (> 18 years old) 

Ã Gift Regular member $25 (from WWOA member)  
 

Nonvoting  

Ã Associate member $45 

Ã Associate contributing member $65+  

Ã Student $25 (full-time) 
 

Name ___________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________ 

City ____________________ County _________________ 

State ______                    Zip Code + 4 ________________ 

Phone (home) ____________________________________ 

E-mail __________________________________________ 

Location of woods: County ___________  Acres  _______ 

Referred or gifted by _______________________________ 

 


